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Lobster Boat Races 
test boats and their captains 
in speed and handling
Start time is 10 a.m., 
Sunday, July 13 

By ANNE BERLEANT
STONINGTON—Lobstermen, rev your 

engines. It’s time to off-load your traps and 
prepare for speed.

The Stonington Lobster Boat Races kick 
off at 10 a.m. on Sunday, July 13, with reg-
istration from 7 to 9 a.m. at the Stonington 
Fish Pier. With 31 class events, the races 
bring dozens of participants, usually among 
the highest number in the Maine Lobster 
Boat Races.

“For years, Stonington has been the 
premier event,” said Jon Johansen, pres-
ident of the Maine Lobster Boat Racing 
Association, after last year’s race brought 
more than 90 participants.

Hundreds of spectators crowd Stonington 
to watch racers compete for cash and other 

prizes. The races will also be broadcast on 
VHF Channel 10.

Class events range from small work 
boats under 24 feet to diesel- and gaso-
line-powered lobster boats 24 feet and up, 
with the majority of races geared for the 
larger, diesel boats.

The final race is Fastest Lobstah Boat 
Afloat, and raises the question: Will Andy 
Gove, behind the wheel of Uncle’s U.F.O., 
be a three-peat winner in that prestigious 
class event? In recent years, Gove has 
dominated the diesel events in the races 
he entered, including the Fastest Working 
Lobster Boat and the Diesel Free-For-All. 
Not bad for a lobsterman over 80 years old.

The awards ceremony will be held on the 
Stonington Fish Pier at the conclusion of 
the races. 

Questions? Contact race committee 
organizer Nick Wiberg at 348-2375. See 
the full schedule of races sanctioned by the 
Maine Lobster Boat Racing Association at 
mainescoast.com/lbr/.

The Course
The starting line is in the Deer Island 

Thorofare just off Dow Ledges. The 
course runs in the thorofare just to 
the south of Stonington Harbor, from 
the ledges three-quarters of a mile to 
Peggy’s Island, near Green Head in 
West Stonington.

Best viewing
Stonington Fish Pier, Hagen Dock, 

along Indian Point Road where 
Stonington Lobster Co-op is located, 
and, of course, by boat in the harbor.
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207-367-2421
1-800-224-2421

P.O. Box 94, Main St.
Stonington, ME 04681

VISA, MasterCard, Discover, AE
boyces@boycesmotel.com
www.boycesmotel.com

Enjoy the festivities!The Lobster Shack

367-5059
See you at the Stonington 

Farmers’ Market
Fridays, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Fresh Seafood – Live Lobsters
Stop by and say hi!

jericho8@myfairpoint.net 
www.mainelobstershack.me

Fisheries Focus Featuring the Stonington Lobster Boat Races 
July 13 and Fishermen’s Family Day July 20

Lobster Boat Races schedule
Registration will be from 7 to 9 a.m. on the Stonington Fish Pier. 

The races begin at 10 a.m. and will be broadcast on VHF Channel 10. 

Work boats under 24 feet
Race 1 Class A—Skiffs 16 feet & under, outboards up to 30hp, operator 18 years  & under.
Race 2 Class B—Inboards, outboards or outdrives, 31-60hp.
Race 3 Class C—Inboards, outboards, or outdrives, 61-90hp.
Race 4 Class D—Inboards, outboards or outdrives, 91 hp & up.
Race 5 Novi Boats (inboards only).
Race 6 John’s Bay Boat Co.

Gasoline-powered work boats 24 feet and up
Race 7 Gasoline Class A—4&6 cylinder, 24 feet and over.
Race 8 Gasoline Class B—V-8 up to 375 cid, 24 feet and over.
Race 9 Gasoline Class C—V-8, 376 to 525 cid, 24 feet and over.
Race 10 Gasoline Class D—V-8, 376 to 540 cid, 24 feet and over, (non-working racers).
Race 11 Gasoline Class E—V-8, over 525 cid, 28 feet and over, turbos/superchargers.
Race 12 Wooden Boat Race.

Diesel powered work boats 24 feet and up
Race 13 Diesel Class A—Up to 235 hp, 24 to 31 feet.
Race 14 Diesel Class B—Up to 235 hp, 32 and 40 feet.
Race 15 Diesel Class C—236 to 335 hp, 24 to 33 feet.
Race 16 Diesel Class D—236 to 335 hp, 34 and 40 feet.
Race 17 Diesel Class E—336 to 435 hp, 24 to 33 feet.
Race 18 Diesel Class F—336 to 435 hp, 34 and 40 feet.
Race 19 Diesel Class G—436 to 550 hp, 28 to 35 feet.
Race 20 Diesel Class H—436 to 550 hp, 36 and 40 feet.
Race 21 Diesel Class I—551 to 700 hp, 28 to 35 feet.
Race 22 Diesel Class J—551 to 700 hp, 36 and 40 feet.
Race 23 Diesel Class K—701 to 900 hp, 28 and 40 feet.
Race 24 Diesel Class L—901 hp and over, 28 and 40 feet.
Race 25 Diesel Class M—40 feet and over, up to 750 hp.
Race 26 Diesel Class N—40 feet and over, 751 hp and over.
Race 27 Gasoline Free for All. Must place 1st, 2nd, 3rd.
Race 28 Diesel Free for All. Must place 1st, 2nd, 3rd.
Race 29 Boat Builders Exhibition.
Race 30 Jimmy Stevens Cup—Fastest Working Lobster Boat.
Race 31 Fastest Lobstah Boat Afloat.

Stonington and its harbor are the site for two special days in July that celebrate 
hard-working fishermen and their families with some straight-out summer fun. The annual 
Lobster Boat Races bring hundreds to downtown, or to their own boats in the harbor, to 
watch the fishing boats compete, with the mainland hosting events on the fish pier and on 
Atlantic Avenue.

Fishermen’s Family Day spreads fish-focused fun and more over the fish pier 
and at Hagen Dock, and offers something for everyone, from the very young on up. 
Lobster isn’t the only catch in these waters, even if it’s the most visible and cele-
brated. Clam diggers, mussel farmers, shrimpers, scallopers, fin-fishers, even worm 
diggers practice their trade—the list goes on. Join them all to have fun, learn about 
their industries and participate in games, food and fun.

Kicking up a wake in a previous lobster boat race. Photo above and at top of page by Traci Martin

“For years, Stonington 
has been the  

premier event.”
—Maine Lobster Boat Racing 

Association President Jon Johanson

Leading up to the races is the eighth 
annual Boat Race Dance, held at 
Fisherman’s Friend Restaurant from 8 to 
11:45 p.m. in downtown Stonington.
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Tom Duym, Marine Studies Pathway and science teacher at Deer Isle-Stonignton 
High School, takes Eastern Maine Skipper’s Program students out on the water.  
Photo courtesy of DISHS

Stonington reigns as Maine’s top lobster port
State-sponsored 
initiatives aim to 
boost lobster-based 
economy

By ANNE BERLEANT
STONINGTON—With over 17 million 

pounds of live landings in 2013, Stonington 
remains the state’s top port for lobster for 
the sixth straight year. The price tag for the 

total haul was nearly $49 million, according 
to preliminary data from Maine Department 
of Marine Resources. This is an increase of 
nearly $2 million from the previous year, 

although total weight was down by about 
232,000 pounds. 

Marine Pathways at Island’s high school: 
helping create tomorrow’s fishermen

By ANNE BERLEANT
DEER ISLE—With a pilot year behind 

it, the Marine Studies Pathways program at 
Deer Isle-Stonington High School is on its 
way to preparing students for life at sea as 
fishermen. Marine Pathways is an intensive, 
hands-on program that teaches the skills a 
fisherman needs in the 21st century, from 
ocean navigation to navigating the fisheries 
legislative process in Augusta.

“There was already a long history in our 
community of students already knowing 
how to fish and set gear, so school wasn’t 
able to provide much value,” said Principal 
Todd West as the pilot year began. “But 
fishing in the 21st century, when things are 
changing rapidly and unpredictably, stu-
dents need to be able to understand marine 
ecology and interpret the data themselves...
and make arguments—not just based on 
emotion and opinion—about how manage-
ment decisions are made.”

The nine DISHS students did just that. 
Joining other coastal high school students 
involved in the Eastern Maine Skipper’s 

“passed with flying colors,” according to a 
DISHS press release.

The students had plenty of help from 
Penobscot East Resource Center, the DMR 
and science teachers like Tom Duym at the 
Island high school.

“It’s a pretty important group,” said 
DMR regulations and information officer 
Kevin Rousseau of the students involved 
in the program, in December while attend-
ing a day-long student workshop at Maine 
Maritime Academy.

For Carla Guenther, science and lead-
ership adviser for PERC, the connections 
forged between young fishermen from dif-
ferent communities is an important part of 
the program.

“As they become fishermen, they keep 
the connections across the harbors,” she 
said at the year’s start.

West was focused on the students as indi-
viduals and as fishermen. “I want to help 
16-, 17-, 18-year-olds see how they can do 
things that impact their lives one way or the 
other, versus letting things happen to them.
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Hope everyone enjoys 
family time at the 

Boat Races & 
Fishermen’s Day

Island Fishing Gear
& Auto Parts

Island Fishing Gear
& Auto Parts

Stonington
367-5959

Fax: 367-5579

Peter S. Haskell

Stonington, Maine 367-2446

BUILDING
CONTRACTOR

Enjoy the weekends! 
Have fun and stay safe.

Island Seafood

Have a great and 
safe weekend!

348-6604
Deer Isle

Good luck to the racers!
Have fun with the family

on Fishermen’s Day!

HEANSSLER
OIL CO.

Deer Isle • 348-2311

APEX Gas

Program—an honors-type program in eight 
high schools from North Haven to Eastport 
that supplements the DISHS Marine Studies 
Pathway program—the group designed 

a winter trap-based fishery for flounder 
and presented its preliminary findings to 
Commissioner Patrick Keliher of the Maine 
Department of Marine Resources—and 

Statewide, preliminary figures show a 
total landed value for lobsters of $365 mil-
lion, a $22 million increase from 2012 and 
$30 million more than 2011. Lobster hauls 
accounted for 42 percent of all commercial 
seafood landings in Maine.

To help sell the millions of pounds of 
Maine lobsters on a wider, national scale, the 
DMR formed the Maine Lobster Marketing 
Co l l abo ra t i ve 
Board in October 
2013. “We are 
confident that 
our industry’s 
cooperative mar-
keting invest-
ment and direct 
involvement on 
the new MLMC 
board from lob-
stermen, dealers 
and processors 
will help drive 
up profitable 
demand for 
branded Maine 
Lobster and fur-
ther strengthen 
the overall Maine 
economy,” said 
Governor Paul LePage in a press release.

Stonington lobsterman Frank Gotwals, 
a board member of the Stonington Lobster 
Co-op, and Hugh Reynolds, owner of 

Greenhead Lobster, were named to the 
10-member MLMC board. Gotwals serves 
as its chairman.

In an effort to reap more of the economic 
benefits of the lobster industry, a $7 million 
bond to develop lobster processing in the 
state will be on the November ballot.

For the individual lobstermen, the mil-
lions paid annually at the dock is not the 

only important 
number. The 
cost of oper-
ating a lobster 
boat is high, 
with the indi-
vidual lobster-
men respon-
sible for the 
costs of their 
fuel, traps, 
crew, licenses 
and payments 
on their boats. 
The good 
news is that 
prices paid to 
lobstermen for 
their catch are 
up from the 
last two years. 

As of June 30, lobstermen were being paid 
$2.25 per pound for shedders (softshell) 
and $4.25 to $4.50 for hard shell lobsters.

In an effort to reap more of the 
economic benefits of the lobster 

industry, a $7 million bond to develop 
lobster processing in the state will be 

on the November ballot.

Hauling lobsters to the Stonington dock. Photo by Jessica Brophy

Crates filled with fresh catch at the Stonington fish 
pier. Photo by Jessica Brophy
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Fishermen’s Family Day celebrates its 25th year on July 20
Sponsored by the 
Island Fishermen’s 
Wives Association

By ANNE BERLEANT
STONINGTON—Celebrating family, 

fun and the activities of Island fishermen, 
this year’s Fishermen’s Family Day marks 
its 25th year. “That in itself is pretty excit-
ing,” said Vickie Hardie, co-president of 
the Island Fishermen’s Wives Association.

The IFWA has sponsored community 
activities in honor of its 25th year in the 
months leading up to Family Day. These 
include an Evening of True Fishermen’s 
Tales, a community potluck to benefit 
the Island Heating Assistance Program, a 
United States Coast Guard safety course, 
and first aid and CPR class, with a first aid 
kit giveaway to all local commercial fish-
ing boat owners.

“We have lots of great stuff planned for 
the rest of the year,” said Hardie.

After a moment of silence and Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony, the fun begins 
on the Stonington Fish Pier. Favorite 
events will return, like the fish face contest, 
a trap hauling demonstration, the cod fish 
relay and the “tug of towns,” pitting Deer 
Isle and Stonington residents on either side 
of the rope.

And don’t forget the Pet Show. This 
year’s categories are: Most Lovable, Most 
Unusual, Most Intelligent, Best Looking 
and Pet/Owner Look Alike. Organizers ask 
pets be registered by 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 19; call Sandy Richter at 367-5051. 
All dogs must be licensed and leashed and 
owners must clean up after their pets.

Schedule of Events
 10 a.m. Gates Open
 10:05 a.m. Moment of Silence
 10:10 a.m. Hall of Fame Inductees
 10:30 a.m. Pet Show
 11:30 a.m. Watermelon Eating Contest
 12 p.m. Wacky Row Boat Races
 1:30 p.m. Magician Danny Baker
 2:15 p.m. Fish Face Contest
 2:30 p.m. Trap Hauling Demonstration
 3 p.m. Cod Fish Relay
 3:45 p.m. Tug of Towns

All-day events
Scavenger hunt: winners participate in 

trap hauling demonstration and keep the 
lobsters they haul!

Children’s activities: bounce house, face 
painting, cookie decorating, arts and crafts

Crab picking demonstration
Car show: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Hagen Dock

Hall of Fame to induct three fishermen
By ANNE BERLEANT

 STONINGTON—Three Island fish-
ermen will be added to the Fishermen’s 
Hall of Fame on July 20. Gerry Heanssler, 
Steve Robbins Jr and Paul Sewall will 
be inducted in a ceremony that opens the 
Fishermen’s Family Day, hosted by the 
Island Fishermen’s Wives Association. 

Sewall, who died in 2008, will be inducted 
posthumously.

“When I was asked, it brought me to 
happy tears,” said his widow, Corinne 

in some way to better the fishing industry. 
They have respected the ocean.

“He or she has time for questions that 
need answers. This person can tell a joke 
with a straight face, especially when pulling 
someone’s leg....Only the best are nomi-
nated and only the best should be selected.”
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Look for us on the Fish Pier at Fishermen's Day 
Sunday, July 20th at our booth and also helping the 

Island Fishermen's Wives run their activities 

Stop by and see our live MARINE TOUCH TANK 
Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm at 13 Atlantic Avenue, Stonington 

 
Imagine a place that can sustain itself fishing, forever. 

Penobscot East is making this vision a reality in eastern Maine 
- as a model for the country 

• Access rights  • Collaborative science  •  Fishermen engagement  •  Advocacy  •  Leadership training 

 
 (207) 367-2708 • www.penobscoteast.org • info@penobscoteast.org 

 
Also, please plan to join us on Tuesday, August 5th from 6 - 8pm upstairs at 
the Fisherman's Friend Restaurant for our 5th Annual Lobster Buoy Auction. 

 
 

Stop by and see our live MARINE TOUCH TANK 
Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm at 13 Atlantic Avenue, Stonington

Imagine a place that can sustain itself fi shing, forever.
Penobscot East is making this vision a reality in eastern Maine

- as a model for the country
• Access rights • Collaborative science • Fishermen engagement • Advocacy • Leadership training

(207) 367-2708 • www.penobscoteast.org • info@penobscoteast.org

Also, please plan to join us on Tuesday, August 5th from 6 - 8pm upstairs at 
the Fisherman’s Friend Restaurant for our 5th Annual Lobster Buoy Auction.

“Only the best are 
nominated and only 
the best should be 

selected.”
—Fishermen’s  

Hall of Fame criteria

 Fishermen’s Family Day festivities, as viewed from the water. Penobscot Bay Press file photo

Sewall. “[Sewall’s daughter] Lexie also 
feels very proud.”

Only twice in the past 19 years did the 
IFWA not add fishermen, whether alive or 
deceased, to the Hall of Fame. The three 
fishermen will bring the number of hall-
of-famers to 56 since the association estab-
lished it in 1994.

“Only the best are nominated and only 
the best should be selected,” according to 
the IFWA official criteria, which includes 
the following:

“That person has fished up through the 
ranks from outboard to present size boat. 
That person has always fished as their 
vocation, they didn’t take it up later in life. 
That person learned from someone else 
and passed that knowledge forward to the 
younger generation.

“They are always there to help others. He 
or she has helped retrieve boats, bodies and 
traps. They are not a bully and do not try to 
catch them all. If possible they have served 

Clare Grindal presents 2013 inductee 
Barry Shepard with his Fishermen’s Hall of 
Fame plaque. Photo by Traci Martin

Vivienne and Beatrix Baker, above, show 
off their catch from last year’s trap hauling 
demonstration. Photo by Traci Martin

Billings Diesel & Marine Service, Inc.
Full service boatyard located in Stonington

 • Indoor & outdoor storage available
 •  Heated indoor storage
 • Expert boatbuilding, restoration and repair 
  in wood, fiberglass, steel and aluminum
 • Complete spray or brush painting 
 • Varnish and Awlgrip service
 • Full service machine shop
 • Moorings - fabricated, set and serviced
 • Wharves, docks and floats built
 • Fully stocked marine supply shop

We monitor VHF 16
Call for brochure and prices

367-2328
www.billingsmarine.com


