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The Champs!
• The cheerleaders road to the
Class D State Championships,
pages 2-3. 
• The boys make it to the 
quarters, page 4.

Girls have good season 
and look to repeat it next year
by Jack Scott

Despite our early exit in the tournament,
the girls had a great season with a 13-5
record. We finished well, going 5-1 from the
middle of January and the only loss being to
Machias at the buzzer. At the beginning of
the season we were hoping to be a .500 team
and make the tournament and we did much
more than that.

We will lose a good group of seniors led by
Chelsea Brown who guided the team with
defensive hustle and offense as well as strong
leadership. Julie Hutchins, Shiann Closson
and Michala Brown all helped out at times.

Looking ahead, we do return players who
can step up and make next year’s team just as
strong. The noticeable improvement of junior
Whitney Brown will help next year. The
sophomores Logan Eaton, Morgan Shepard,
Holli Boyce, and Allison Cormier will need
to lead more.

The freshman with Allyson Eaton, Natalie
Knowlton, and the hopeful return of Ashley
Haskell will round out the team. These
players have gained valuable experience and

will be called on to play more. 
Coach Darren Eaton is hoping for more

numbers next year to replace the seniors.
There are several players in eighth grade who
have done well but Coach Eaton is not sure
how many will get to his team.

We will have a different look as a team,
and that will take adjustment. After the loss
to Jonesport, Coach Eaton got us to a JV tour-
nament at Sumner which we were able to
win. The team was all the younger players
with Logan Eaton to help because of numbers
but without Morgan Shepard who turned her
ankle.

The key will be more focus and discipline.
Turnovers were a problem at times especially
beating the press. Getting everyone on the
same page in running the offense is another
key to success. Coach Eaton has a chal-
lenging summer program which he hopes
will build on our fundamentals to make us as
strong next year. He also expressed his grati-
tude to his assistant coaches, Jamie
Nickerson and especially Randy Shepard.

Girls lose prelim to Jonesport
The girls basketball team lost to Jonesport 45-34 in their preliminary

tournament game. Unfortunately, we picked a bad time to have our
worst offensive game all year. Though we didn’t have as many
turnovers as we have, we looked nervous and never developed any
offensive flow. When we did get opens shots, we couldn’t get them to
go.

Jonesport shot well and opened up a 6 point lead after the first
quarter. We continued to struggle in the second with our only offense
coming from Chelsea Brown with a basket and five of six foul shots
and trailed by 11. 

We got energized halfway through the third quarter with steals by
Allyson Eaton and Julie Hutchins to trail by 7. It looked like we were
going to turn the tide but we weren’t getting shots and we ended the
quarter down 33-26. It didn’t get any better and then we had to foul to
get the ball. When we did get it, we couldn’t get points.

For whatever reason, we lost our poise, at times had poor shot selec-
tion, and faltered in the half court game. We had both the stars of
Jonesport in foul trouble, but we couldn’t seem to capitalize. This was
a tough exit for our team as I felt we had much more potential. 

It has been an up and down year, and we have survived some poor
quarters, but we knew we had to come ready to play to beat Jonesport.
Chelsea Brown had 20 points with 10 of 12 from the foul line, Allyson
Eaton 6, and Julie Hutchins 3. We have pulled out many games near
the end but this time we ran out of magic.
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In top photo, senior Shiann Closson shoots around the Jonesport
defense in the prelim post-season game on February 12. Above,
senior Julie Hutchins holds onto the ball in a regular season game.

Senior Chelsea Brown goes for her shot
against Jonesport. Photos by Jack Scott
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Cheerleaders take it all

Above, the squad performs their winning
routine at the state championships on
February 11 at Bangor Auditorium. Below,
dancing their way to the East-West regionals
on January 26. Photo by Julie Eaton

Coach: “They’re
spirited and really
strong”
by Jessica Brophy

DEER ISLE—This has been a golden
season for the Mariners cheerleaders. The
12-girl squad took first place in the East-
West regionals on January 26 and then
followed that win by clinching the state title
on Monday, February 11.

Coach Kim Larsen attributes the team’s
success to the hard work, athleticism and
solidarity of the team. 

“They’re doing some very high-level
stuff,” she said in an interview after the
regional win. “They’re spirited, and really
strong.” Larsen said the team had worked
diligently to improve tumbling.

Co-captain Sarah Burgess said that was
one of the team’s strengths. “We had full-
team roundoffs, which is unusual for Class
D,” said Burgess. (Roundoffs look similar to
cartwheels in the start, and have more height
and end with both feet planted together in the
direction the tumbler started from).

Amber Jones, co-captain, said the team
had a lot of fun over the season, and while
they worked hard they found time to be silly
and enjoy being together. 

Last year, the squad came in third place in
both the East-West regionals and the state
competition. Each competition is a separate
evaluation of the squad’s routine and skills,
and is not cumulative. Larsen said over the
years she has coached many squads that have
“come so close so many times.”

This is only the second time the Deer Isle-
Stonington High School has earned the Class
D cheerleading championship. Larsen, who
has coached for 28 years, said the 1986-87
squad brought home the title the first year the
Maine Principal’s Association held a state
championship for cheering. 

The squad graduates seven seniors this
year: co-captains Burgess and Jones, Sara
Eaton, Danielle Powers, Paige Rollins,
Stephanie Siebert and Sarah Wilson. Four
juniors—Alicia Allen, Maria Donovan,
Kennady Eaton and Belle Merritt—will be
joined by current freshman Tessa Bray next
year as the squad continues to work hard to
keep up the athleticism and skill level the
team has achieved. 
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First state champs since ‘87 

Congratulations to all the teams from these sponsors:

The state champions pose after their win is announced on Monday, February 11. Front row, from left to right, Stephanie Siebert, Danielle
Powers, Sarah Wilson, Sarah Burgess, Amber Jones, Paige Rollins. Back row, from left to right, Coach Kim Larsen, Kennady Eaton, Marissa
Donovan, Alicia Allen, Belle Merritt, Tessa Bray and Sara Eaton. Photo by Julie Eaton

Danielle Powers is lifted up by her
teammates during a routine at the state
championships on February 11 at
Bangor Auditorium. Photo by Julie Eaton

The girls show precision and some big air during a halftime show at a January home game. Photos by Jack Scott
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Boys have great season
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Senior Sam Grindle makes a three-pointer in
the quarterfinal game against Hodgdon. 

Senior Connor Morey slips in past the
Woodlawn defense for his shot. 

Photos  by Jack Scott

Senior Nathan Davis drives in for his shot
against Woodlawn in the prelim game. 

Senior Tim Cormier fights for a rebound in
the quarterfinal game against Hodgdon. 

Senior Hayden Ciomei goes for a layup in
the prelimgame against Woodlawn. 

Team will have to rebuild next year
By Jack Scott

To lose a tournament game in the last
minute certainly does not do the boys’ season
justice. The boys had a great season with a
14-6 record against a tough schedule. We
survived several games without Sam Grindle
when he sprained his ankle and played well as
a team. We had big expectations for this team
after over-achieving into the Eastern Maine
finals last year.

If we had survived the Hodgdon game I
feel we had an excellent chance to go all the
way, but the basketball gods did not smile on
us. So many of the games this year, both boys
and girls, have gone down to the last play.
When that happens, one shot can easily deter-
mine the outcome.

Sam Grindle, Connor Morey, Hayden
Ciomei, Nathan Davis, and Tim Cormier all
contributed to the offense in most every
game. They were also committed to team
defense which kept us in most games. We
played well as a team all year even though we
hit a couple flat spots where we didn’t shoot
as well as we needed to.

Losing five talented seniors who have
played together for many years, we will have
plenty of big shoes to fill next year. We return
experienced players Stuart Bray and Lucas
Oliver who played well underneath the
basket. The other positions will be up for
grabs as there will be opportunities for JV

swing players and other players to step up
into a varsity role. How well we do will
depend on how hard they work in the off
season so they can develop to the speed of the
varsity game.

It is pretty hard to say whether we can
rebuild quick enough. Summer play will be
critical to build our skills. As the tournament
has proven already, teams that play disci-
plined as a team can over-achieve when they
stick to their plan. Next year will be a chal-
lenge so we’ll have to wait and see if we are
up to it.

Boys win prelim game
The boys beat Woodland 59-38 in their

preliminary game at home. We survived a
slow start where we missed a lot of inside
shots in the first half but led 21-14 by the
virtue of good defense. In the third period,
Woodland closed the gap to as few as 5
points, but we toughed it out to lead 35-26
after three.

A couple minutes into the fourth, we
started hitting a few shots and went on an
11-0 run that sealed the win. With the game
all but won, Coach Glenn Billings took Sam
Grindle out to rest his ankle. Later Coach
Billings put in the subs to give them experi-
ence in post season.

This was a case where our defense kept us
in the game even though the offense wasn’t
scoring points. We were getting the shots
we wanted but the rim was not our friend.
Sam Grindle led us with 14 points, Nathan
Davis 12, Connor Morey 8, Hayden Ciomei
7, and Stuart Bray 4.

Boys lose heartbreaker
The boys lost by a four-point margin to

Hodgdon, 46-42. This game was close all the
way as neither team could take charge. We
held a 4-point lead at the half, but it went
back and forth all through the second half. It
was a tie game with two minutes left but no
one scored until Hodgdon got an inside
basket with 28 seconds left. We came down
for two good looks, a drive by Sam Grindle
and a put back by Hayden Ciomei, but both
shots rolled off the rim. With 10 seconds left
we had to try and steal the ball and Hodgdon
passed over us to seal their win.

There just wasn’t any Mariner magic left
for us in the Auditorium. It reminded me of
the semifinal game vs. Schenck in 2007
when we were undefeated. Down two with
little time, Collin Ciomei took the shot and it
missed, but Jon Eaton was there to put in the
rebound and make the foul shot to win the
game. No such luck this time.

We couldn’t break down the zone defense
to maintain a good lead. We did hit outside
shots and we got the looks we wanted but
didn’t get what we needed. This was a case
where two good teams battled in a close
game. We were trading baskets throughout
the second half.

It’s so hard to be on the wrong end of a
game like this but nothing to be ashamed of.
It was that kind of night as #8 Easton stunned
#1 Jonesport. The agony of our defeat can’t
compare to what they went through.

We did connect on five 3-pointers and
were a perfect six for six from the foul line.
We had scoring from many players. We just
came up a basket short. Sam Grindle led us
with 16, Stuart Bray 8, Nathan Davis 6, and
Connor Morey and Tim Cormier each with 5.
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