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Boys are rebuilding but have good height

Deer Isle-Stonington boys basketball team—Front row, from left: Noah Davis, Krisford Melanio, Pat Duddy and Matt Duddy. Back row,
from left: Coach Brian Billings, Jared Gove, Ethan Shepard, Stuart Bray, Lucas Oliver, Andy Turner and Doug Heanssler. Not in picture:
Assistant Coach Terry Siebert. Photo by Jack Scott

800.860.8821  |  CamdenNational.com  |  Member FDIC

Suzy’s Scissor Shack
Open Tues.-Fri. 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Sat. 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Wedding Hair Specialist

Cuts, Colors, Foils, Perms, Waxing

367-5855

359-2065

Norton Family
Chiropractic

43 School Street, Stonington
207-367-6333

nortonfamilychiropractic@gmail.com

Be all you
can be 

this year,
Mariners!

367-2530 • Pizza, Subs & more!
5 Atlantic Ave., Stonington

www.harborviewstore.com

We’re with you
all the way!

Since 1977 Good luck
teams!

South St., Blue Hill

J.T.Rosborough, Inc.
The Home of Insurance

Go Mariners!

 

367.2788 / operahousearts.org

Best of luck
to all teams!

Good luck
teams!

Varsity Boys Basketball
Roster

Player # Grade
Douglas Heanssler 2 12
Patrick Duddy 3 12
Matt Duddy 15 11
Noah Davis 22 10
Krisford Melanio 23 10
Jared Gove 41 11
Andrew Turner 42 12
Lucas Oliver, Captain 44 12
Stuart Bray, Captain 50 12
Ethan Shepard 54 9

Coach: Brian Billings
Assistant Coach: Terry Siebert

by Jack Scott
DEER ISLE—The boys are truly in a

rebuilding year, not only because only two
players had extensive experience on last
year’s team, which graduated six of the top
eight players, but also with a new coach who
has little experience at this level. That being
said, we look pretty cohesive for such a
bunch of varsity newcomers.

The seniors are Stuart Bray, a forward
who saw plenty of time last season and is
very quick around the basket and handles the
ball well. Lucas Oliver also played on last
year’s team and has a strong inside presence.
Jared Gove brings a good court sense and
good outside shooting. Pat Duddy is a quick
defender and uses his left hand dribbling
effectively. Andy Turner is a versatile
forward who is a good defender. Doug
Heanssler has shown good rebounding as he
learns the game at this speed.

The lone junior is Matt Duddy who can
play guard or small forward and is devel-
oping a good shot.

The sophomores are Krisford Melanio
who is a quick defender who will be
handling the ball as well. Noah Davis is
another guard who has a good court sense
and will get stronger at this level.

The lone freshman is Ethan Shepard who
is a big body underneath and will work into
the center position as he adjusts to the faster
pace of the varsity game.

So it would make sense that this group
would take a while to play well as a team
because it takes time to get set in the roles
needed to do well. Yet after dominating
Penobscot Valley, we played a respectable
game at Shead. Coach Brian Billings attrib-
utes this to the fact that this group is
committed to play as a team and works very
hard to find success.

We have small numbers and nowhere near
the depth of last year’s team. A successful
summer league has bonded this group and
the players have already found their roles on
the team. We have all the pieces to be a
successful team and we should develop as
the season progresses. Coach Billings notes
that this group is very coach-able and works
hard to play the game as he directs. 

We have experience inside with Stuart
Bray and Lucas Oliver and that will be
bolstered as Ethan Shepard gains confidence.
Jared Gove has provided some solid outside
shooting and Pat Duddy and Krisford
Melanio are quick guards to defend and also
slash to the basket. We show patient passing
against a zone defense. This team should
start looking polished way ahead of
schedule.

Coach Brian Billings is in his first year as
coach, being young for a varsity coach. He is
the youngest son of previous coach Glenn
Billings and is well versed in strategy and
how the game is played at this level. He has
helped with coaching at various levels, and
took on taking this group through the
summer leagues last summer. He was so
encouraged by the energy and commitment
this group showed him then, that he decided
he would take on the task of head coach.

He says he is always thinking of how to
make practices productive and strategies to
use in game situations. He feels he is
respected by the players and enjoys the help
of JV and assistant coach Terry Siebert. It’s
a big job but he is up to the challenge, and by
the way the team is looking so far, has been
very successful in pulling them together.

Boys win first game
The boys basketball team won their

opener against Penobscot Valley 51-27. We
passed well to score against the zone defense
of PVHS in the first half, working the ball in
for close shots. We had a 22-8 lead at the
half. We got out of that pattern in the third
quarter and settled for longer jump shots
with our lead shrinking to 36-25 after three
quarters. 

We came on strong, returning to our inte-
rior game in the fourth and scored 13 unan-
swered points to put the game away. I was
impressed by how well we played as a team
this early in the season with so many “new”
starters. Freshman Ethan Shepard looked
good with the rest of the team in his first
game at this level. Stuart Bray had 18 points
and 11 rebounds, Jared Gove 13 points and 5
assists, Lucas Oliver 10 points and 5
rebounds, and Ethan Shepard 6 points and 6
rebounds.

The boys lost to Shead 62-52.  We started
out well, leading 14-10, breaking down

Boys Varsity Basketball
Dec. 6 PVHS 6:30

7 @ Shead 1:30
14 JBHS 2:30
16 Sumner 6:30
18 @ GSA 7:00
21 Searsport 1:30
30 @ PVHS 300

Jan. 3 @ Sumner 6:30
6 Bucksport 7:00

10 Machias 6:30
13 @ BC 7:00
16 Bucksport 7:00
18 Shead 1:30
20 @ Machias 1:30
24 GSA 7:00
27 @ Searsport 6:30

Feb. 1 BC 2:30
6 @ JBHS 7:30

Shead’s zone defense. Shead went to a man
to man defense which slowed us down a bit
and we trailed 25-24 at the half. We lost a
little steam in the third and we trailed 45-34
after three quarters. We had good looks but
weren’t able to get them to drop. 

We got as close as 6 in the fourth quarter,
but then Shead put it in the hands of their top
guard and we had to foul him eventually. He
was automatic at the line, scoring 39 points
overall. Coach Brian Billings felt that we
played a good game overall and we out-
rebounded Shead as well as having fewer
turnovers. Lucas Oliver led us with 15 points

and 11 rebounds, Jared Gove 12 points,
Stuart Bray 11 points and 12 rebounds, and
Krisford Melanio 10 points.
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by Jack Scott
DEER ISLE—The girls basketball team

has small numbers but returns several
players who saw significant time with last
year’s varsity team. The challenge for this
year’s team is that now these players need to
step up into a more aggressive role and take
charge of the team’s destiny.

The lone senior is Whitney Brown who is
the team captain and will play under the
basket.

The juniors are Holli Boyce, who will play
at guard and has a good outside shot. Morgan
Eaton plays at forward with experience from
last year and is a strong rebounder. Logan
Eaton, a guard with a good shot and a good
defender. Mallory Gommo is new to this
team but has the height to help out under-
neath the basket as she learns our system.

The sophomores are Allyson Eaton, who
played forward last year and also handles the
ball well. Ashley Haskell is a point guard
who was injured last year but learned the
system. Natalie Knowlton is a guard with
some height to fill in at forward and is a good
defender at either spot.

The freshmen are Jessalyn Gove and
Madison Frazier who both play at the

Deer Isle-Stonington girls basketball team—Front row, from left: Ashley Haskell, Natalie Knowlton and Holli Boyce. Back row, from left:
Assistant Coach Randy Shepard, Madison Frazier, Morgan Shepard, Whitney Brown, Mallory Gommo, Jessalyn Gove, Allyson Eaton, Logan
Eaton and Coach Darren Eaton. Photo by Jack Scott

forward position and will develop their game
to the speed of varsity play.

The key to the success of this team is the
development of the older experienced
players into leadership roles. They are now
the ones that have to take charge of the
offense and work together with the less expe-
rienced players. Coach Darren Eaton feels
that we have the talent to be a contender and
we just have to put forth the effort to get
there.

After our first games, we are struggling
with our identity as a team and the roles
everyone is playing. With some tough games
ahead of us before Christmas, four games
more in all, it will be a steep learning curve
to get up to speed. We don’t look comfort-
able against the press and we know we are
going to see it. We also can’t have the disas-
trous third quarters as we did in the first two
games. 

The key is working together in a cohesive

Varsity Girls Basketball
Roster

Player # Grade
Ashley Haskell 1 10
Jessalyn Gove 5 9
Holli Boyce 10 11
Natalie Knowlton 12 10
Allyson Eaton 13 10
Logan Eaton 15 11
Madison Frazier 23 9
Morgan Shepard 24 11
Mallory Gommo 25 11
Whitney Brown, Captain 34 12

Girls Varsity Basketball
Dec. 6 PVHS 5:00

7 @ Shead 12:00
12 @ Sumner 5:30
14 JBHS 1:00
21 Searsport 12:00
23 GSA 7:00
30 @ PVHS 1:00

Jan. 2 Sumner 5:00
6 Bucksport 5:30

10 Machias 5:00
13 @ BC 5:30
16 @ Bucksport 5:30
18 Shead 12:00
20 @ Machias 12:00
25 @ GSA 7:00
27 @ Searsport 5:00

Feb. 1 BC 1:00
6 @ JBHS 6:00

Coach:  Darren Eaton
Assistant Coach:  Randy Shepard

manner. The older girls have been together
for a couple years. Coach Eaton says we
looked good in the off season games. We
just need to relax, work together, and play
our game. This is a building year but we
have the pieces to be a good team and make
the playoffs. We just have to decide to
commit to do it.

Mariners outscored
in season openers

The girls basketball team lost to Penobscot
Valley in their opener 45-24. We kept it
fairly close in the first half, but PVHS
outscored us 18-5 in the third quarter to put
the game out of reach. We did miss many
inside shots that we would hope to make, but
we just didn’t look comfortable out on the
floor. Penobscot Valley was tall, and that
made it hard to pass over their trap, though
for the most part, our biggest problem was
coordinating our offense.

Allyson Eaton led us with 8 points,
Morgan Shepard 7, and Logan Eaton 5. By
rushing shots, we didn’t get a lot of second
opportunities and when we did, we weren’t
able to capitalize.

The next day the girls made the long ride
to Eastport and lost a similar game to Shead
55-23. Trailing 8-4 after the first quarter, we
got in foul trouble. Shead was very good at
the foul line and built their lead to 24-12 at
the half. Once again we got buried with a
dismal third quarter as Shead outscored us
23-4 to put the game out of reach.

Again we were rushing shots and hurrying
our offense. We also missed the inside shots
we need to make, but we didn’t have the
energy we needed or have shown in the past.

The key to the success 
of this team is the 

development of the older
experienced players into

leadership roles. They are
now the ones that have to
take charge of the offense

and work together with the
less experienced players. 

Allyson Eaton led us with 7 points, Morgan
Shepard 6, Ashley Haskell 4, and Holli
Boyce 3. 
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Mariners cheerleaders look to rebuild
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Best wishes

for the season!
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5 Atlantic Ave.,
Stonington
367-2442

Stonington
367-5528
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Main St., Stonington
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Stonington • 367-2706
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Stonington, ME • 367-2207
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MILL POND Service

Deer Isle • 348-2248

J.C. Coombs
-Auto Repair & Sales-

Stonington • 367-5036
John Matt

Heating Fuels • Diesel • Citgo Gas
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Stonington
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Best wishes for a successful season! 

Barter Lumber/M.D. Joyce
Building Supplies

Deer Isle               348-2316

Stewart Construction, Inc.

Deer Isle
348-9963
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Sunset, ME
348-2455
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GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Stonington, Maine
367-2446

The Lobster Shack
See you at 
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367-5059

www.BHBT.com • 1-888-853-7100

Williams & Taplin
WELL DRILLING

Call Mark Taplin 374-5447 Deer Isle • 348-6144

Dave’s Repair
Rt. 15, Deer Isle

348-6682
Good Luck Mariners!

Best Wishes!
367-2715 

C.L. Haskell & Son, Inc.
Electricians and Generators

Kneeling, from left: Katie Haskell, Sr. Leader Kennady Eaton, Co-captain Kristyn Davis, Captain Belle Merritt, Mathilde Iversen, Asia
Eaton. Standing: Jessica Trainor, Haley Dorgan, Andrea Kyzer, Sonya Shepard, Coach Kimberley Larsen, Kristina Hutchinson, Krista
Baughman, Ali Eaton. Photo by Jack Scott

Squad cohesive,
enthusiastic
by Jessica Brophy

DEER ISLE—After last year’s season that
ended with the title of state champions, this
year’s Mariners’ cheering squad is looking
to rebuild.

“We graduated seven seniors last year,”
said Coach Kimberly Larsen. Those seniors,
she continued, had been cheering together
since fifth grade. “They were a very, very

experienced group.”
This year’s squad is much younger, with

six seniors—including an inexperienced
though enthusiastic exchange student—three
sophomores and four freshmen.

Many of this year’s squad members are
new to cheering, which means the squad is
spending a lot of time on basics. It’s a lead-
ership challenge for senior captains Belle
Merritt and Kristyn Davis.

“My goal this year is to have fun,” said
Merritt. “I know this is a building year, with
lots of new girls. Everyone is trying their
hardest—and that’s all I can ask.”

Davis agrees. “Everyone is working hard
and getting there,” she said. 

The team starts every practice by running
a mile, said Larsen, and while that was a
challenge for some squad members early on,
everyone runs together now.

“I think the girls are being challenged and
learning a new level of commitment,” said
Merritt. “They’re learning how big of a
commitment it is.”

In fact, said Larsen, many of the squad

Cheering Roster

members are so enthusiastic they are
watching videos at home at night of them-
selves at practice, and practicing another
several hours to perfect cheers.

“Technology has been our friend,” said
Larsen. 

For Merrit and Davis, it was important to
build squad cohesion and spirit.

“We put ourselves out there, doing open
gym, trying to get to know the new girls,”
said Davis.

Bonding happened quickly, though, once

“I know this is a building
year, with lots of new girls.

Everyone is trying their
hardest—and that’s all 

I can ask.”
—Team co-captain Belle Merrit.

practices began. “When you spend that much
time with a group, it’s not hard to be a

family,” said Merritt.

Krista Baughman
Kristyn Davis, Co-captain
Haley Dorgan
Asia Eaton
Ali Eaton
Kennady Eaton
Katie Haskell
Kristina Hutchinson

Mathilde Iversen
Andrea Kyzer
Belle Merritt, Captain
Sonya Shepard
Jessica Trainor

Coach: Kimberly Larsen
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