
Pick a plant Pick a container Pick a location Notes 
Annuals for color: 
lobelia, nasturtium, 
pansy, zinnia, begonia, 
dwarf sunflower, coleus, 
geranium, marigold, 
petunia, cosmos 

At least 6” deep and 6” 
tall if planting alone. If 
grouping plants, plan on 
6” per plant in a larger 
container. 

Full sun, except for 
begonias which 
appreciate partial shade. 

Fertilize regularly for 
good growth. Pick off 
spent blossoms to 
promote full season 
blooming. 

Climbing flowers: 
morning glory, hyacinth 
bean, sweet pea, scarlet 
runner bean (can eat the 
beans too), thunbergia 
(black-eyed Susan vine), 
canary creeper, red stem 
Malabar spinach, some 
nasturtiums, sweet 
potato vine 

Use a large, deep pot 
(12” or more in 
diameter) and provide a 
trellis, netting or teepee 
of stakes in the pot for 
these to climb. Can also 
situate near a wall and 
put a trellis on the wall. 

Full sun. Sow seeds early or 
purchase seedlings since 
it takes a while for some 
of these to get going. 
Pinch back and train the 
plants to go where you 
want them. Long 
flowering periods. Many 
of these will also 
cascade nicely over the 
sides of a pot, such as 
sweet potato vine and 
nasturtium. 

Herbs, annual: cilantro, 
dill, parsley, basil, 
rosemary (tender 
perennial). 
Herbs, perennial: chives, 
sage, oregano, 
marjoram, thyme. 
 

Conventional: At least 
6” deep and 6” tall if 
planting alone. If 
grouping plants, plan on 
6” per plant in a larger 
container. 
Creative: Hang a cloth 
shoebag and plant one 
herb in each pocket.  

Full sun (at least 6 hours 
per day) 

Provide good drainage. 
Harvest often to 
promote vigorous 
growth. Don’t over-
fertilize since the flavor 
of herbs is diminished 
with too much. Bring 
indoors for the winter 
and continue to harvest, 
while providing good 
light and plenty of 
water.  

Shrubbery: dwarf 
highbush blueberry, 
evergreens such as 
dwarf Hinoki cypress, 
slow-growing Alberta 
spruce 

Large container such as 
a half-barrel, 24” or 
more in diameter to 
allow for growth. 

Full sun. These will be 
very heavy and difficult 
to move once planted so 
plan ahead. 

Half-barrels hold a lot of 
moisture and may not 
need to be watered often 
if there is sufficient rain. 

Edibles: Many 
vegetables are bred to 
grow in containers; 
check garden centers 
and catalogs for specific 
varieties. 

At least 6” deep and 6” 
tall if planting alone. If 
grouping plants, plan on 
6” per plant in a larger 
container. For a tomato, 
for example, plan on at 
least 12” deep and tall. 

Sun: Tomatoes, carrots, 
radishes, peppers 
Partial shade (protect 
from the hottest sun of 
the day): lettuce, 
spinach, greens, beans, 
cucumbers 

Provide a trellis for 
cucumbers and a cage 
for tomatoes if larger 
than a patio tomato. 

Plants for foliage: fern, 
ivy, ornamental grasses, 
hosta, artemesia, vinca 

As above Generally full sun; ferns 
and hostas appreciate 
some shade. 

Foliage plants provide a 
background for the 
colors of the blooming 
plants and help fill in 
empty spaces 

 


