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From left, boys cross country runners Devlin Valle, Adam Witham, Devon
Oppedisano, Richard Du, Baxter Forrest, Oliver Broughton and Sam Stahnke.

Photo by Franklin Brown

Senior and top GSA runner Sam Stahnke runs for a fourth place finish in the state
championships. Photo by Franklin Brown

From left, girls cross country runners Rachel DesFosses, Cedar Slagle, Schuyler
Williamson, Madison Cole, Joan Liu, Brooke Wentworth, Chloe Laurent de
Rummel. Photo by Franklin Brown

From left, Chloe Laurent de Rummel, an Orono runner, Madison Cole and Cedar
Slagle at the state championships. Photo by Franklin Brown

Cross country team 
makes its season goal
Boys and girls 
qualify for state
championship

By ANNE BERLEANT
BLUE HILL— The Eagles cross

country teams have been “gaining experi-
ence throughout the year and have been
improving steadily,” said Coach Erich
Reed.

That experience paid off for the girls at
the Penobscot Valley Conference meet on
October 13 in Ellsworth, where they
placed second in the small school division.
Sophomore Madison Cole placed ninth,
followed by freshman Brooke Wentworth,
who came in 12th.

The boys, who were missing top GSA
runner Sam Stankhe, placed fifth, with
Oliver Broughton and Devlin Valle as top
runners.

At the Eastern Maine Championships in
Belfast on October 20, the girls and boys
teams both came in third, qualifying for
the state championships. 

The state championship was raced on the
same course on October 27, where
Stahnke not only placed fourth overall, but
was just two seconds shy of qualifying for
the New England championships. Overall,
the boys placed 12th out of 13 teams, led
by senior captain Stahnke and freshmen
Broughton and Valle. Hall-Dale came in
first, followed by Orono.

The girls, led by sophomore co-captains
Cedar Slagle and Madison Cole, placed in
the bottom of the top 100 runners and as a
team came in last place. Washburn came in
first, followed by Orono.

“The goal was to get to the state meet,”
said Reed. “They ran competitive races
and broke many personal records.”
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The GSA golf team members are, front row, left to right: C.J. Chen, Alexander Heilner, Hattie Wanning, Cole Hatch; back
row, Coach Dwayne Carter, Brett Ingraham, Ethan Lowe, Justin Gray, Joe Maier. Not pictured are Jasper Adam and Gordon
Lameyer. Photo by Anne Berleant

Eagles golfers finish strong at state championships 
said GSA golf coach Dwayne Carter. The
Eagles focused, regrouped and focused again
in regular season matches, swinging their way
to a 7-1 match record and into the states at
Vassalboro.

There, the Eagles competed on the 18-hole
Arrowhead course in Nanatis, placing fourth

Heilner places
seventh in individuals

By ANNE BERLEANT
BLUE HILL—“There is a saying in golf

that the most important shot is the next one,”

out of the top 11 Class C teams in the state.
Senior Jasper Adam, juniors Alex Heilner

and Brett Ingraham, and sophomores Joe
Maier and C.J. Chen finished with a final score
of 355. The winner, St. Dominic, posted a 319.
Houlton came in second, Winthrop third, and
Deer Isle-Stonington followed GSA in fifth.

“All week we talked about playing for the
team,” Carter wrote in an email after the
match. “Before the match we had a team
meeting and talked strategy…I feel each team
member took it to heart and truly played as a
team, and put the team above themselves.”

After placing third at the PVC champi-
onships at Jato in Lincoln, Carter said the team
felt they didn’t perform and “had to redeem
themselves,” at the states. There, the team
scored over 30 strokes better on a course
Carter describes as more difficult than the
course at Jato.

“I was happy with their accomplishment
and a fourth place finish in the states,” Carter
said. “It was a great experience for each athlete
and one that they can build upon for the
future.”

Heilner, who qualified for the individual
state championships at the PVCs, returned to
Natanis on October 13, bringing home the
seventh place medal out of a field of the top 33
Class C golfers in the state.

“His maturity as a golfer really showed,”
said Carter. “He played a steady mental game
as well as a skilled one.”

Heilner’s final score of 81 was nine strokes
over par.

“It is a great accomplishment for Alex and
one that he can build upon for next year,” said
Carter.

The experience of the two senior golfers,
Jasper Adam and Hattie Wanning, will be hard
to replace, Carter said. “But the younger
players got a taste of the championships and
are motivated to get back to it next year…They
now know what it takes to play at the state
level.”
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Congratulations to all the teams from these sponsors:

Senior Jasper Adam swings at the state
golf championship at Natanis. Photo courtesy

of GSA golf team

Junior Alex Heilner came in seventh in a
field of 33 at the individual state champi-
onship at Natanis. Photo courtesy of GSA golf team

Sophomore Joe Maier readies his swing
at the state  golf championship at
Natanis. Photo courtesy of GSA golf team

Sophomore  C.J. Chen eyes his putt at
the state golf championship at Natanis.
Photo courtesy of GSA golf team
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Boys soccer has “excellent season”
Team falls to Houlton
in quarterfinals

By JESSICA BROPHY
BLUE HILL—A soccer team that

Coach Dan Kane called “more balanced”

back in September had what he termed an
excellent season.

Overall, the 22-person team ended the
season in fifth place with a record of 9-3-
2. 

In 2011, the boys made the playoffs after

a solid season, losing in a preliminary
playoff game against Dexter 5-1. 

This year, the fifth-place season stand-
ings at the finish offered George Stevens
Academy a bye in the first round of the
championship bracket. On October 24, the

team made the trek to Houlton to face the
fourth-place team.

“It was an excellent game,” said Kane
about the quarterfinal match. “It was 0-0
through half time.” Kane said both teams
played strong, and with 25 minutes left in
the second half Houlton scored. 

“We had a few opportunities to get it
back, but we couldn’t quite do it,” said
Kane. Houlton then scored a second goal
with about five minutes left in the game. 

The team put forth a great effort, said
Kane. “They played together really well,
and we lived up to our potential,” he
continued.

Kane said the team excelled offensively
over the course of the season, scoring more
than 60 goals. “That’s twice as many as
last year,” he said. 

The nine seniors graduating from the
team are nearly all defensive players, said
Kane. “We’re losing one person in
midfield and one person as striker, and
we’ll have to work on building defense,”
he continued, looking forward to next
year.

The team played a number of “big
games” over the season, and seemed to
bounce back quickly from losses and
nearly always played hard, said Kane.

“I’m very pleased with the season,” said
Kane in closing.

In a regular season game against Sumner on October 3, the team celebrates a score. Photo by Franklin Brown
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Congratulations to all the teams 
from these sponsors:

Senior Francesco Vasconi, center, scores the first Eagles’ goal against Bucksport at
home on October 1. Photo by Franklin Brown

Junior Anthony Bianco and freshman Beowulf Urban play in a regular season
game against Searsport. Photo by Franklin Brown
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Girls soccer
pushes through
to post season
Team played “the
very best they could”

By ANNE BERLEANT
BLUE HILL—With a roster of rela-

tively new players, the Eagles girls soccer
team still pushed through the regular
season to a ninth place, 5-5-3 finish and
qualified for preliminary post-season play. 

A 4-0 win against Searsport in the last
regular season game secured the Eagles
their spot in the prelims, where they faced
Dexter on October 19. 

“If we play as well as we played at
Searsport, we can beat them,” Coach Steve
Bemiss said before the Dexter match. “It’s
a win-or-die situation.”

But in the end, the Eagles fell 3-1 in
what turned out to be their last match of
2012.

“They did the very best they could,” said
Bemiss.

The girls had a 1-1 record against Dexter
going into the match, with their 3-0 loss to
the team coming early in the season.

“We beat them at home and lost there

At right, senior Shannon Larkin and freshman Chandra Verrato work to keep Bucksport from scoring in a regular season game.
Photo by Franklin Brown

[where] we played a lot better than the
score indicated,” Bemiss said. 

Looking ahead to next year, Bemiss
said, “It all goes to how much time we
have to work.”

“I think we have the talent,” he said,

even though most of the team “just walked
on to the field” this year.

New players find it hard, Bemiss said, to
transition from a “fun model” to a
“competitive model” of play. As a coach,
Bemiss said he tries to make players

competitive.
And just as important, “I try to teach

them to love the game.” 

Sophomore Madi Politte works the ball during a prelim post-season game against
Dexter. Photo courtesy of George Stevens Academy

Freshman Alyssa Chesney, left, and junior Jennifer McKenney sharpen their skills.
Photo by Franklin Brown


