
Proud to be your neighbor.

Love, The Dry Dock

Main Street, Stonington, Maine
367-5528

Open 7 days a week, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Two Lions
Bed & Bath

Separate Entrance and Bath
Space for one or a family of six.

Pets welcomed.
Cable TV, DVD, microwave,

refrigerator,  free phone calls,
1/10 mile from beach.

731 North Deer Isle Road, Deer Isle
207-348-6976 • twolionsbb@gmail.com

Burnt Cove
Market

Mon.-Sat., 6 a.m.-9 p.m. • Sun., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Rte. 15A • Stonington • 367-2681 

The Galley
Mon.-Sat. 7a.m.-8 p.m. • Sunday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

348-6988 • Deer Isle

Burnt Cove Market and
The Galley wish

Stonington Opera House
Congratulations and a
Happy 100th Birthday!

Mon.-Sat., 9-6 p.m.
Sunday, 9-2 p.m.

367-5107
Mon.-Fri., 9-5 p.m.
Saturday, 9-1 p.m.

Sunday, Closed

Stonington

367-5570

V&S Variety Store and Good
Neighbor Pharmacy wish
Stonington Opera House
Congratulations and a

Happy 100th Anniversary!

At t    
 

Happy Anniversary  
Opera House! 

 
Thank you for your 

excellent programming! 
 

Open for Dinner 5 pm – 8:30 pm Closed Sundays in June,  Open 7 days in July & August  20 Main St eet  ee  sle  3 8-5222  

Newly Renovated 9 Hole Course 
3 Har-Tru Tennis Courts 

Open to the Public 

Lunch at the Fairway Café,  
11am-2pm Daily 

OHA, You old 

duffer!  

Look who’s 

100!  

Congratulations from all of us 
at the Club !  

442 Sunset Road  
Deer Isle, Maine 04627  

348-2379 
www.islandcountryclub.net 

207.348.2306
www.haystack-mtn.org

Deer Isle

HAYSTACK
M o u n t a i n  S c h o o l  o f  C r a f t s

Congratulat ions
Opera House Arts

Stonington Opera House’s

Centennial

In celebration

of the
From one class act

to another,
Congratulations

from NST on 100 years
of inciting art on

the Island and beyond. 
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Celebrating the Centennial of the Opera House building

On the left is Russ’s Music Hall, built in 1886 and used as a dance and music hall until it was expanded around 1900 to include the
“tower” which seated 1000. There weren’t seats in the original music hall (the better for dancing!). On the right is the Opera House
as we know it today and as it was seen in 1912. Photos courtesy of Opera House Arts

The Stonington Opera House: (more than) a century of entertainment
by Jessica Brophy

STONINGTON—One might think the story
of a century-old Main Street staple would begin
in 1912—but the story of the Stonington Opera
House stretches back more than 30 years before
that.

In 1886, Russ’s Music Hall was constructed
on the current footprint of the Opera House. The
hall was used for dances and music perform-
ances, and grew in popularity during
Stonington’s “boom town” days—at the height
of the granite quarrying business in the late
1800s, Stonington was home to a population of
more than 5,000 people, according to Opera
House Arts Executive Director Linda Nelson.

“At the turn of the century, there were 42
stores downtown,” said Nelson. “There were
rooming houses, ferries to Rockland, and a lot of
immigrants. Stonington was quite cosmopol-
itan.” Male immigrants, many Italian, came to
work as stonecutters before the advent of cement
ended the granite boom.

Around 1900, owner Charles Russ decided to
build a massive expansion to the dance hall,
transforming it into a 1,000-seat performance
space. The huge tower of the theater had its foun-
dation where the current box office is now, and
connected to the former dance hall. Vaudeville
shows with live music, dancing, skits and more
entertained locals.

Russ was a “boom and bust” kind of busi-
nessman, said Nelson. At several points during
his ownership, the Stonington Opera House—as
it was dubbed after the massive expansion—the
property went into foreclosure. 

In 1910, on the very same day Stonington’s
new fire hydrant system became active, the
Opera House burned to the ground. If it hadn’t
been for the hydrants, the entire downtown area
may have gone up in flames, said Nelson. 

After that, Dr. B. Lake Noyes and two busi-
ness partners purchased the land and rebuilt, only
this time, sticking to the footprint of the original
dance hall. The Opera House as we know it

opened in 1912, with 250 seats. A half-share in
the Opera House was purchased by Dr. Lewis G.
Tewksbury, who had a “life-long love of the
theater,” according to a 2009 article in the Island
Ad-Vantages. 

The smaller Opera House was a better fit for
the declining population. In 1918, a silent film
projector was installed, and in 1929, the “talkies”
began to thrill local audiences. 

At some point between 1912 and 1921, a
former ice cream shop was transported onto the
foundation of the former tower. In 1921, the
small building opened as a Union Trust Bank. It
now houses OHA’s ticket and administration
offices.

For many years the Opera House served the
Here is the 1000-seat tower addition to the
original music hall, then renamed to
Stonington Opera House. The entire
structure burned down in 1910.  



207-367-2421
1-800-224-2421

P.O. Box 94, Main St.
Stonington, ME 04681

VISA, MasterCard, Discover, AE

boyces@boycesmotel.com
www.boycesmotel.com

Thank you, OHA, for 100
years of entertainment!

Tomboy Construction, Inc.
Renee Sewall, President

P.O. Box 462
Stonington, ME 04681
rsewall@roadrunner.com
207-367-5878
Cell: 207-479-6679

It’s not only how good it looks, 
but how long it looks good...

Congratulations on

a great 100 years!

Island Nursing Home
and Care Center

587 North Deer Isle Road • Deer Isle, Maine 04627
www.islandnursinghome.org

Compassionate Care, Highest Quality... 
Come see the difference!

Celebrating the Opera House at 100 Years!

ELMER EATON & SON, Inc.

and
GROSS GAS, INC.

wish you a big
Congratulations

on a great 100 years!

SUNSET, ME

348-2347

Island Fishing Gear
& Auto Parts

Stonington • 367-5959

Here’s wishing
the Stonington
Opera House

a very
Happy 100th
Anniversary!
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A tiny building used as an ice cream shop was moved several times down Main Street until
it ended up on the foundation of the former tower. In 1921, it opened as Union Trust Bank.
Now it serves as OHA’s box office and administrative offices. Photos courtesy of Opera House Arts

A glimpse of renovation efforts after Opera House Arts purchased the building in 1999.  

community as a movie house. After television
came along, movie ticket sales dropped off, and
in the 1960s the antique Roosevelt seats were
removed and the building used as a roller-rink.

In the 1970s, major renovations were under-
taken by Michael Connors and his business part-
ners, including removing the heating system
(making the building summer-use only) and
rebuilding the roof. During the 1980s the Opera
House was run like a commercial movie theater,
and in the late 1980s Connors put the Opera
House on the market, renting it out seasonally to
folks who wanted to show movies.

The building sat dormant from 1993 until
1999, when Linda Nelson and Judith Jerome
stumbled upon the structure while on vacation.

The Opera House during 
the time of OHA

The structure at the time—aside from being
the home of many raccoons—was heavily
damaged by water and was in rough shape.
Nelson said she and Jerome decided then that
nothing would stop them from renovating the
structure and bringing arts back to the space.

Along with Carol Estey and Linda Pattie, the
four founded Opera House Arts and purchased
the building on July 3, 1999. A board of directors
was established and the work began in earnest to
bring the building back from the brink of ruin.
The wing with dressing rooms and bathrooms
was rebuilt, the stage was rebuilt, and rigging and

lighting had to be installed. Nelson said the first
grant OHA received was for theater lights.

The old popcorn machine and the 35 mm
projectors were restored, and the very next year
the space had five live shows and screened two
movies. To put things in perspective, this year
there are more than 20 productions in June and
July alone (many with multiple shows) and
movies every weekend. 

In 2004, steel beams were put in the tower to
support scene sets, and the entire tower was resh-
ingled. By 2005, the building had again been
winterized to restore year-round entertainment in
the Opera House, absent since the 1970s. A
walkway was built with grassroots effort to
insure easier access to the theater. In 2010, the
building directly up the hill from the Opera
House (dubbed “The Ivory Tower”) was
purchased by OHA. 

“We had run out of room,” said Nelson of the
purchase. The building now holds four offices, a
costume shop, a meeting space and two rooms
for visiting artists. 

Looking forward, the big project on the Opera
House’s horizon is a conversion from the
restored 1941 35 mm projector to an all-digital
setup. “Unfortunately, we’re less and less able to
get prints for new movies,” said Nelson. The

xenon-light powered digital set-up is better
quality than DVD, but Nelson hopes there will
still be space in the projection room to keep the
1941 projector installed. The new technology
costs $75,000.

The other major project is a fundraising
campaign to endow staffing and movie costs,
called “100 for the 100th,” an effort to raise
$100,000.

To celebrate the 100th anniversary of the
historic structure, OHA is compiling a history of
the building, to be published later this year. 

To see the full schedule of the centennial
season, visit operahousearts.org.

The Centennial Gala Present-
ation July 5-8 will feature an orig-
inal vaudeville show titled “Ten
Star Acts: 100 Years of
Vaudeville.” Singing, dancing,
comic acts, tricks, and visits from
historic characters are sure to
tickle the funny bone. Check 
operahousearts.org for tickets and
show times.


