
Open daily 9-5
Three acres of whimsical sculptures

free samples of all 15 flavors
Excellent coffee—homemade scones
tasty food gifts–funky birdhouses

Sea Bags

598 Sunshine Rd, Deer Isle
348-6182

www.nervousnellies.com

Main Street, Stonington, Maine
367-5528

Open 7 days a week, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

A Creative Department Store

Clothing, Gifts & Accessories

Burnt Cove
Market

HOURS
Mon.-Sat., 6 a.m.-9 p.m. 

Sun., 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

Rte. 15A • Stonington • 367-2681

Groceries • Gas

Beer • Wine • Liquor

Photo Kiosk • ATM

Propane • Ice

Movie Rentals

and more

The Galley
Groceries • Beer

Wine • Pizza
Movie Rentals

Mon.-Sat. 7 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 9 a.m.-8 p.m.

348-6988
Deer Isle

Mon.-Fri., 9-5 p.m.
Saturday, 9-1 p.m.

Sunday, Closed

Stonington
367-5107

the biggest, newest box office hits—all year!

oldies-but-goodies; classic folk; new & world music! 

from professional Shakespeare to community 
playreadings, the Opera House has it all

dances, discussions, & special events

Supporting local businesses
for more than 100 years.

O P E R A  H O U S E .

367.2788 / operahousearts.org

• Service & repair on all makes 
and models

• State Inspections
• Tire sales and repair
• Full service autobody shop
• Free estimates, we work with your

insurance co. on your behalf
• We sell Warranted and Inspected 

used Cars and Trucks

Mon.- Fri., 7 a.m.-4 p.m. • 367-2757
3 North Stonington Rd. 
Stonington, ME 04681

PUZZLEWOOD BUILDERS, INC.

Remodeling, Building &
Property Management

Fully Insured
Henry W. Borntraeger IV

Deer Isle, Maine
207-348-6652

Portfolio & References
available

aheborn@aol.com
www.puzzlewoodmaine.com

DEAN’S Automotive 
& Small Engine

150 N. Main St., Stonington, ME 04681
207-367-2706•www.Deans-Automotive.com

RELIABLE PERFORMANCE
Unmatched Four-Stroke Versatility.
Ideal for everything from deck boats, flats boats
and pontoons to deep-v hulls and offshore – with

the performance of a two-stroke!
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LAC
Continued from page 1 
quality product at the right time?” Keliher
said. “We want to maximize the profit of a
public resource.”

Keliher said there are 5,998 license-
holders in the state. Twenty-eight percent of
those license holders don’t fish at all and
another 10 percent land less than 1,000
pounds a year, he continued. On the other
end of things, about 11 percent of the
license-holders in the state land about 50
percent of the lobsters. 

This leaves about 50 percent of the
license-holders in the state “in the middle,
right on the edge of where it’s profitable,”
said Keliher. “Those are the breaks I keep in
mind.”

Baines suggested the LAC create a
subcommittee to hammer out “nuts and
bolts” of potential changes that would then
be “vetted” by the industry.

Steve Taylor, Zone G council member,
said there wasn’t one fishermen that “doesn’t
bitch about prices” and called the system
broken.

Steve Train, who fishes in Casco Bay, said
the price keeps going down and down each
year. “That’s $200 million in profits not

going back to coastal Maine,” said Train. “I
don’t think we can keep doing business like
this.”

Zone B council member Jon Carter asked
why a “Lobster Commission” couldn’t be
founded, like the Milk Commission, to
address emergency situations. Carter would
like such a commission to have the power to
suspend fishing in circumstances like those
seen in July of this year. “None of us will
stay home unless we’re forced to,” said
Carter. “We might stay home for a day, but
as soon as one boat is out, we’re all out.”

Not everyone seemed keen on considering
changes, especially several harvesters who
traveled to Augusta for the meeting.

Jeff Putnam, Zone F council member, said
last year the “profitability was there” and
there’s no way to know what next year might
hold. He said he was “nervous” about new
restrictions.

Baines said the assumption was that the
low price was “more than likely” to happen
again. 

Winter Harbor fisherman Billy Bob
Faulkingham gestured to the list and said,
“These are all bad ideas in my opinion.” 

Dealer and LAC member Dana Rice of
Birch Harbor said it was important to
remember that it is only in the past few years

that Maine’s landings have gone from 50
million pounds a year to 100 million pounds
a year. “The more people who want your
product, the more the price goes up,” said
Rice. 

Zone D council member Gerry Cushman
said any effects from a marketing plan
wouldn’t be felt for at least two years. “What
if we have the same situation next year? We
need solutions, we have got to prepare for
the worst,” said Cushman. “I’d like to work
less and make more, and I’d like this to be a
profitable business for people moving
forward.”

Baines said the subcommittee would
“devise a plan to slow down landings,” in the
hope of improving price. “They might be
able to come up with something, they might
not,” said Baines.

Baines asked for LAC volunteers to work
on the subcommittee. Jon Carter, Elliot
Thomas, Gerry Cushman and John Drouin
volunteered for the committee. Baines said
the committee would be invite-only.
Audience member Billy Bob Faulkingham
volunteered to be on the committee, but
Baines said he only wanted people with
“constructive ideas” to be on the committee.
Faulkingham then asked if Baines would
only bring on people who wanted to make

changes.
Baines assured Faulkingham that any

changes designed by the subcommittee
would be put out to the industry for
comment. 

Other LAC news
Keliher offered a brief update on the

“Canada situation”—including blockades of
Canadian processors by New Brunswick
fishermen. Trucks are moving, said Keliher,
and the fishing season has opened. One of
the reasons the trucks resumed traveling
from Maine into Canada is the processors
agreed to pay roughly $3.00 per pound for
soft-shell lobsters and $3.50 for live market
lobsters to Canadian fishermen, with $.25
per pound coming from the fishermen’s
union.

A member of the audience asked if there
was anything Maine could do in terms of
“arm twisting” for better prices. Keliher
explained that the U.S.’s anti-trust laws
prohibit the kind of coordination Canadian
fishermen have. Keliher said there wasn’t,
“aside from creating a ‘super co-op’ with all
the fishermen in the state.” 

The next Lobster Advisory Council
meeting has not been scheduled.

BUY LOCAL
Save $$, CREATE JOBS
DEER ISLE - STONINGTON

When you purchase at a locally owned business,
more money is kept in the community.



3/4-mile in on the Sunshine Road on the right
Look for the bright red arrows

Live Maine Lobsters all sizes, fresh locally picked
Crabmeat and Lobster Meat

Maine Scallops & Shrimp

We will be offering Stonewall Kitchen Specialty
Sauces, Glazes, and Marinades, Maine Sea Salt,

Maine Sea Vegetables, and more

Open Daily•Call for information
348-6768

Find us on FACEBOOK for updated info

207.348.2306
www.haystack-mtn.org

Deer Isle

Evening Lectures

Workshops

Benefit Auctions

Exhibitions

Community Programs

Tours

Workshops for Maine residents
and high school students

HAYSTACK
M o u n t a i n  S c h o o l  o f  C r a f t s

Fab Lab

367-5570

Hardware • Tools
Household Items • Cards
Toys and so much more

Mon.-Sat., 9-6 p.m.
Sunday, 9-2 p.m.

Stonington

Resale and wholesale
Retail Lobsters available

Monday-Saturday 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

367-2286 Toll free 1-800-315-6625

Indian Point Road, Stonington

Stonington Lobster Co-op
*Since 1948*

Help us celebrate over
60 years in business!

Heanssler Oil Co., Inc.
Rte. 15, Deer Isle • 348-2311

Parts Plus Auto Parts Store
Heating Oils - Gasoline

Local Advantage
Gas Cylinder Depot

M-F, 7 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Saturdays, 8 a.m.-1 p.m.

DRIVE ON IN TO SEE WHAT’S
ON SPECIAL IN JULY!

The Lobster Shack

367-5059
See you at the Stonington

Farmers’ Market
Fridays, 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Fresh and frozen seafood, 
live lobsters. We ship too! 

Stop by and say hi!
www.mainelobstershack.me

Trailer balls, hitches and wire connectors
are all on sale now! Don’t miss out on

these great prices!

Island Fishing Gear
& Auto Parts

Stonington • 367-5959
Locally owned and operated for 23 years!

Open daily from 9 am to 5 pm
50 Main Street • Stonington • 367.5980

Sweatshirts, hats,
rain gear, shirts,

totes, gifts
and accessories

442 Sunset Road - Deer Isle 
348-2379 

www.islandcountryclub.net 
9 Hole Golf Course 

3 HarTru Tennis Courts  
Fairway Café 
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Limited entry
Continued from page 1 
without waiting. In the other zones, the
lobsterman’s name is added to a waiting list
until a license is available.

According to the DMR’s “Request for
Proposals” for the limited-entry study, the
number of licenses in Zone C has declined 15
percent from its peak in 2000, despite being
an “open zone.”

According to a Department of Marine
Resources memo released on February 1,
2012, only seven licenses were awarded in
2011 in the state based on retired tags in
limited-entry zones. (More than 40 licenses
were granted as student licenses or through
other waivers.) In Zone C, 25 new licenses
were granted in 2011, including three student
licenses, according to the DMR.

Several of the zones have more than 50
people on the waiting list, according to the
memo, some of whom have been waiting
since 2004 for a license. According to the
department’s RFP, if the current rate of exit
continues, “The current wait list for the last
person on the Zone A list would be over 20
years, and the wait for the last person on the
B and D lists would be over 50 years.”

Discussion at the August 15 meeting 
The meeting was sparsely attended, which

was not surprising, said Alexa Dayton,

GMRI Training and Outreach Community
Program Manager. Dayton acknowledged the
beautiful weather and a 10 a.m. meeting time
did not encourage lobstermen to attend.

Dayton explained the project to the 10
people present. “We’re interested in what
changes would be accepted,” said Dayton.
Issues on the table include transferability (the
ability to sell or pass on a license), adjusting
the ratio to allow more licenses, transitioning
some zones to be open like Zone C and how
to discourage “latent” license-holders (those
who do not actively fish on their license).
Dayton said the GMRI is researching
different licensing models around the world
to see what works and doesn’t work, and will
present the legislature with “three or four
options with pros and cons for each option.” 

Scott Beede of Aurora has been on the
Zone B wait list since 2010, and made the trip
to Deer Isle to share what he sees as the prob-
lems in several of the zones with long wait
lists. 

“There are a lot of old timers hanging on to
it,” said Beede of lobster licenses. “They
want to sell it or pass it on.” Beede said many
lobstermen feel their license could help fund
retirement. The system as it stands now does
not allow for the sale of lobster licenses. 

Beede advocated “opening” Zone B and
other limited-entry zones and removing the
restrictions on licenses. Even if licenses were
granted to everyone on the wait list and those

in the apprentice program, “only part of them
is going to make it. The current system is
designed for those already in the fishery.” 

Ginnie Olsen of Stonington said she did
not want to see lobster licenses for sale. “I’m
worried that if we add a dollar sign, we’ll
have an Alaskan fishery,” she said. “It will be
too expensive for anyone to get into.”

Brian Tripp of Sedgwick, one of two Zone
C lobstermen present, said he just got his
license after six years as an apprentice. “I
couldn’t support my family as a sternman,”
he said. “Seeing it from the outside, I would
have paid anything to get a license.” Tripp
said now he is glad he could not have taken
out a big loan for a license on top of all the
other startup costs. He said he’s also glad for
the graduated trap tag system, which allows
new license-holders to start fishing with 400
traps, adding 100 traps each year up to the
maximum of 800.

The idea of “bloodline fishery,” or the idea
that licenses could be “handed down” to
members of the family brought up concerns
of fairness, as it favors families who are
already in the fishing business.

Dayton asked about the merits of having an
individual quota with transferability—the
idea that each license has with it the ability to
land a certain amount of lobster, but with the
ability to transfer unused portions of a quota. 

Carla Guenther, Fisheries, Science and
Leadership Advisor at Penobscot East

Resource Center, said that the fluctuating
distribution of lobster would make it difficult
to shift quota to where it would be needed
without involving money and selling the
quota. 

Part of the problem with changing the way
lobster licenses are granted is that “there is no
trust in the system,” said Olsen.

Dick Dunham, who fishes out of Sunshine,
agreed. “You don’t know what the rules are
going to be down the line, so you feel like
you can’t invest,” said Dunham.

Guenther and Holly Eaton, Community
Liaison at Penobscot East, both argued a
positive change for lobster licensing would
be to raise the age for the “under 18” appren-
ticeship requirements to 21 or 22. Currently,
minors who complete the apprenticeship
requirement by the age of 18 can get a license
without being waitlisted.

“You’re asking 15 and 16 year olds to
choose a career without any backup,” said
Eaton, who added that raising the age would
allow young people to go for the lobster
license, but with more time to also pursue
other education, training or career options.

Other details on the Gulf of Maine
Research Institute and the study can be found
at gmri.org/lobster. A meeting to gather input
on the license system will be held by GMRI
on Tuesday, August 28 at 6 p.m. in the Deer
Isle-Stonington high school cafeteria.

BUY LOCAL
Purchasing local not only helps 

grow other local businesses
but helps grow our towns

and schools.




