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Swim team has outstanding season
By CHRIS BILLINGS

When a professional sports team is born, it
can take three to five years for the world
outside of the  immediate vicinity, to recognize
its standout athletes, winning seasons, or
remarkable achievements. 

Now, while the GSA varsity swim team is
hardly a professional sports team, it is a mere
toddler compared to other decades-old GSA
teams such as basketball and baseball that draw
a standing-room-only crowd. 

If any swimming follower or enthusiast has
doubted the staying power of the GSA swim
team thus far, they had only to follow the 2010-
11 season to know that swimming is here to
stay at GSA.

Swim Coach Jim Goodman, who also
coaches the Ellsworth swim team, was ecstatic
to have the GSA Eagles grow to 15 swimmers,
three boys and 12 girls, over last year’s six
swimmers. 

Although the Eagles more than doubled in
numbers this year, they are still waiting for
consideration from GSA and the Maine
Principals’ Association as to when they will be
recognized as an independent team.

Until that time comes, GSA swimmers
participate in meets as individuals swimming
for qualifying times for the Penobscot Valley
Conference Championship and for the State
Championship.

Early on in the season it became clear that
GSA had some strong swimmers this year. The
team, led by seniors Ben Avery, Jessie Dyer

and Jessica MacCannell, helped to inspire both
the new-to-swimming-as-a-sport teammates as
well as the younger teammates. 

Within a month of the start of the swim
season, Avery and Dyer had turned in quali-
fying times for the state competition in indi-
vidual events. To cap off the regular swim
season, Coach Goodman took his top swim-
mers to compete in the Penobscot Valley
Conference Championships that were held at
Husson College on February 11 and 12. Ben
Avery, Beth Ann Avery, Adah Cheng, Jessie
Dyer, SoYoung Ihm, Linglu Ma, Jessica
MacCannell, and Lily McFarland participated. 

Avery turned in state qualifying times during
the PVC’s in the 50-yard freestyle, 100-yard
freestyle, 200-yard freestyle, and 100-yard
butterfly events that were consistent with what
he had turned in earlier in the season, 

Meanwhile, every girl who competed at
Husson turned in her best personal time in her
event. The relay team of Beth Ann Avery,
SoYoung Ihm, Jessica MacCannell, and Jessie
Dyer took home a ribbon for placing 22nd in
the 200-yard freestyle event (out of 28 teams
participating) with a time of 2:10:54. 

The girls relay team went on to compete in
the 200-yard medley, taking home another
ribbon for placing 23rd of 28 teams competing
with a time of 2:25:58. The girls relay team,
which had only been put together mere weeks
before the PVC’s, turned in times high enough
to allow them to participate on the state level
the following week.

February 19 and 21 were long days for the
GSA swim team. Starting at 10:30 a.m, swim-
mers from across the state came to the
University of Maine in Orono to compete in the
Class B Swimming and Diving State
Championships at Wallace Pool. They came to
swim in preliminary heats in their chosen event
for the chance to compete again at 5 p.m. for
the final. 

Of the 30 or more swimmers who swam in
the preliminaries in each event, only the top 16
plus two alternates were invited back to swim,
narrowing the field very quickly as the
morning wore on. 

February 19 was the girls’ day to shine as
senior Jessie Dyer swam in two events in the
preliminaries, the 50-yard freestyle and the
100-yard freestyle. 

Her 50-yard freestyle’s 12th-place finish in
28:37 allowed her a return trip that evening to
swim in the consolation final.

The girls relay team swam the 200-yard
freestyle and the 200-yard medley in the
preliminary round and turned in a personal best
time in the 200-yard freestyle, 2:06:95. This
gave them an 18th place finish and allowed
them a chance to participate in the finals that
evening as alternates. 

The mood turned serious at Wallace Pool
that evening as the championship round of
swimming began. Senior Jessie Dyer swam the
50-yard freestyle in the consolation final and
finished 14th overall in the state in Class B
with a time of 28:63. Congratulations, Jessie!

Two days later, on February 21, Ben Avery,
the lone GSA qualifier for the boys, traveled
with the Ellsworth swim team to the State
Championships in Orono. 

Approaching the state swim meet in a scien-
tific way, a large majority of the male swim-
mers shaved their heads to give themselves an
advantage, for swimming is a sport where an
event can be won or lost in a tenth of a second. 

Having qualified earlier in the season in four
events but only able to participate on the state
level in two as an individual swimmer, Ben

swam the 50-yard freestyle and the 100-yard
butterfly events in the preliminary rounds. 

During the preliminary round for the 50-
yard freestyle event, Ben finished in 14th
place with a time of 25:20, securing him a
swim that evening in the consolation final. In
the 100-yard butterfly preliminary, Ben
finished in ninth place with a time of 1:00:02,
narrowly missing the championship final by 10
hundredths of a second. 

With a standing room only crowd at Wallace
Pool later that evening, the tension was visible
as swimmers focused on the championship and
consolation finals. 

Ben swam the 50-yard freestyle event first,
finishing 12th of 16 swimmers with a final time
of 25:06, a personal best for him.

A bit later in the evening, Ben would swim
his best event, the 100-yard butterfly.

Talking with Coach Goodman minutes
before the race, the excitement in his voice was
evident as Ben was, in his words, “a shoo-in” to
win the consolation final. Unfortunately it
wasn’t meant to be, because upon diving into
the water for the race, Ben’s swimming
goggles slipped off of his eyes and part way
down his face. As Ben surfaced, he broke his
butterfly stroke to reach up and pull them off of
his face and was instantly disqualified. 

The realization of what had happened to Ben
was audible as fellow swimmers who were
watching the race gasped and then muttered
their apologies. 

After the race, Coach Goodman explained that
“freestyle is the only event in which you can break
your stride in the middle of a race without being
disqualified. By reaching up to pull his goggles
down, he broke his stride and was disqualified.
I’m so sorry for him.” So are we, Ben, but you are
still a winner in our book. Congratulations on a
great season and a 12th place finish overall in the
Class B 50-yard freestyle!

GSA senior Ben Avery breaks his stride during the consolation round of the 100- yard
butterfly at the Class B Swimming and Diving State Championships at the University of
Maine in Orono on February 21. Photos by Chris Billing

GSA senior Jessie Dyer, center, waits for the start of the consolation round of the 50-yard
freestyle at the Class B Swimming and Diving State Championships at the University of
Maine in Orono on February 19 .

What an exciting post-season George Stevens Academy has had this year! 
While the diehard basketball fans have been mourning the loss of a trip to Bangor

Auditorium to cheer on the Eagles, the dedicated fans and parents of the rapidly-
growing-in-popularity cheering, swimming, and wrestling teams have been traveling
far and wide to support the Eagles in their post-season play. 

The cheering team performed at the regional competition this season, narrowly
missing a chance to perform at the state level. 

The wrestling team sent five wrestlers to the state meet in Augusta this season, and
the swimming team sent a girls relay team as well as two individuals to the state
swimming competition in Orono. 

All in all, the Eagles have had quite a successful season. Let’s recap!
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Young wrestlers earn 
wins at state meet

By CHRIS BILLINGS
While an 11-member team works great for

basketball, softball, baseball, and even
soccer, it is small by wrestling standards.
The George Stevens Academy wrestling
team seemed small this year, especially
when its members grappled with high school
wrestling giants Bucksport, Foxcroft
Academy, Caribou, and Ellsworth.

Nevertheless, Coach Jacob Sinclair proved
that good things do come in small packages. 

Returning as head coach for a second year,
Sinclair had his work cut out for him at the
start of the season with a relatively young
team that consisted largely of sophomores
and only three returning seniors. But with
GSA parent Rich Lord assisting him, Coach
Sinclair helped several members of his tight-
knit team reach their goal of competing at
states. 

While the season as a whole was short on
team wins, there were several individual
wrestlers who made the Peninsula take
notice. For the first time in GSA history, the
wrestling team welcomed a female wrestler,
junior Liana Arquette, and a visually
impaired wrestler, sophomore Timmy Allen.

Seniors Josh Bowden, Storme Macomber
and Jamie Moore worked hard to shape and
lead the team this season, and sophomores
Jordan Lord and Alex Turanski led the
Eagles in individual wins.

To finish up the regular season the GSA
Eagles traveled to Mattanawcook Academy
on Saturday, January 29, to compete in the
Penobscot Valley Conference Champ-

ionships for a regional title. While the team
as a whole placed 11th out of 19 teams with
a score of 46, sophomores Lord and Turanksi
did make it to the championship round of the
regional tournament. 

Turanski was victorious, pinning Cody
Smith of Herman in 3:53 to win the PVC
Championship in the 103-pound weight
class. Lord lost his match with Branden
Goncalves of Ellsworth with a judge’s deci-
sion of 8-6, giving him a second place finish
at the PVC’s in the 119-pound weight class. 

Following the PVC meet, Coach Sinclair
announced that five GSA wrestlers—senior
Storme Macomber in the 130-pound weight
class and sophomores Timmy Allen in the
215-pound weight class, Jordan Lord in the
119-pound weight class, Julius Tiesler in the
160-pound weight class, and Alex Turanski
in the 103-pound weight class—had quali-
fied for the state meet by placing in the top
four within Class C schools in their weight
class.

The Maine State Championships on
Saturday, February 12, was the pinnacle of a
season’s work for GSA varsity wrestlers.

The five GSA wrestlers arrived for a 7:30
a.m. weigh-in at the Augusta Civic Center
and were awed by the sight of the entire floor
covered in enough large wrestling mats to
allow eight pairs of athletes to wrestle at one
time. 

By 9 a.m. the Civic Center was packed to
the rafters, full of parents, fans, and
wrestling enthusiasts of all ages as the
United States Marine Corps paraded the 62

participating schools onto the mats. 
And just like that, the floor was a whirl of

action with circling and flipping and maneu-
vers that would make the inexperienced cry
“uncle.” 

The Eagles were proud to be competing at
the state level this year with five wrestlers in
their respective weight classes compared to
just two wrestlers who qualified last year.  

While Macomber qualified for states, he
was unable to participate due to a shoulder
injury, but he watched over every match his
teammates were in, advising them before the
match and then rooting them on during the
match.

Allen and Tiesler both lost their quarter-

final matches while Lord and Turanski
advanced to the final matches of the day. 

In the semi-final consolation round, Lord
lost to Patrick McInnis of Monmouth
Academy with a 13-8 decision by the judges,
giving Lord a fourth place finish overall in
the state in the 119-pound weight class. 

Turanski won his semi-final match and
advanced to the final match against Nick
McNamara of Lisbon. McNamara pinned
Turanski for the win, which gave Turanski a
second place finish in the state overall for the
103-pound weight class.

Great job, Eagles!  

George Stevens Academy senior Josh Bowden squares off against an opponent during
a wrestling match. Five GSA wrestlers qualified for the state meet by placing in the top
four within Class C schools in their weight classes. Photos by Chris Billings

George Stevens Academy senior Jamie Moore works to get out of an Ellsworth oppo-
nent’s hold at a December 29 meet. Five GSA wrestlers competed at the state level this
year.  

George Stevens Academy senior Storme Macomber works to get out of an Ellsworth
Eagle hold at a December 29 wrestlng meet. Five GSA wrestlers competed at the state
level this year. 
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Cheerleaders have come a long way this season
By CHRIS BILLINGS

The 2010-11 season began early for Head
Coach Jessica DeWitt’s cheering team. The
members were determined to best last year’s
10th place finish at the regional competition
in hopes of advancing to the state competi-
tion. 

What started as a promising new season
for a fresh squad peppered with experience
quickly took a turn for the worse when an
experienced tumbler quit the team a week
before the Penobscot Valley Conference
Championship. 

The new 12-member squad was not to be
deterred. They rallied together with some
team bonding and put together a new routine
in a matter of days. 

While the team scored only a 78 at the
PVC meet, Coach DeWitt used that experi-
ence as a learning tool and took home
judge’s score sheets with criticisms to show
the team how to improve. 

So the Eagles, led by seniors Katie Keefe,
Jessica Moody, and Sabrina Vivian,
continued to improve their floor routine,

tumbling, and stunt work.
Meanwhile, Coach DeWitt tweaked the

program to allow for maximum points from
judges at the subsequent competitions.

And improve they did, scoring an 89.7 at
the Sumner Invitational in mid-January. 

With newfound confidence in themselves,
the teammates kept working hard, with
earning a spot at the state competition as
their goal. 

With the Eastern Maine Regional meet
looming later in the month, they worked
overtime to fine-tune their routine and added
sophomores Lila Anderson and Megan
Higgins as flyers to boost their program’s
scores. 

By the time the Eagles came to the Bangor
Auditorium on January 29 they had spent an
entire month competing and performing their
newly revised floor routine for hometown
fans at varsity basketball games.

They were ready to perform with 12 other
Class C East teams who were cheering their
hearts out for a chance to advance to the state
competition two weeks later. 

The Eagles were pumped and so were their
supporters and when the entire routine was
finished three short minutes later, an entire
season’s work was in the hands of the
judges. 

The Eagles fell short of their goal when
the scores were announced. A five-point
deduction was made because a cheerleader
touched the floor during a stunt, so they did
not get to advance to the state competition. 

But Coach DeWitt was happy neverthe-
less. 

“My girls have come a long way this
season,” she said. “Even though they didn’t
advance to states, I was very happy with
their performance. I challenged them to earn
at least 100 points and their score before the
point deduction was 102.7. I am very proud
of them.” 

Only the top six cheering squads from the
regional competition were able to advance to
the states and without advancing to the state
competition the Eagles spent the rest of the
season cheering enthusiastically at the home
basketball games. Good job, Eagles!

Miranda Tefft and In Ji Hwang, held up by their teammates, and Megan Higgins, front,
dazzle at the end of their routine.

Cheerleaders Sabrina Vivian, Virginia Brooks, Megan Higgins, and Jessica Moody fire
up the hometown crowd during a basketball game. Photos by Chris Billings
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